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Mr A Moore 
Planning Service 
Planning Service Headquarters 
Millennium House 
17-25 Great Victoria Street 
Belfast 
BT2 7BN 

 

 
Northern Ireland Environment Agency 
Natural Heritage 
Klondyke Building 
Cromac Avenue 
Gasworks Business Park 
BELFAST 
BT7 2JA 
Email: planningreminders@doeni.gov.uk 
 
Date: 5 April 2011 
Telephone: 028 905 69615 
Your Ref: O/09/0792 
Our Ref:  17178-7& 8 

Full 
RE: Erection of a single circuit 400kv overhead line (33.9km) from a new 400/275KV 
substation at Trewmount Road Moy to the border where it connects with the proposed 
network in the Republic of Ireland 
Location: Land to the rear of 152 Trewmount Road in the townland of Turleenan Moy 
Dungannon Co Tyrone and overhead electrical transmission line from Trewmount Road 
Moy to the townlands of Crossreagh and Crossbane Co Armagh  
 
Dear Mr Moore 
 
I refer to your consultation letter for the above planning application which was received in this 
office on 19 January 2011. We acknowledge receipt of an Addendum to the Environmental 
Statement (ES) (Volumes 1-3). We also acknowledge receipt of an objection statement. 
 
Position 
 
Following further consideration of the information contained within the ES and Addendum, NIEA, 
Natural Heritage has no objection to the proposed development subject to conditions which 
would overcome our concerns.  
 
Appraisal of the proposal:  Natural Heritage Interest 
 
NIEA, Natural Heritage considers that a newt survey is not required for this proposal as it is 
unlikely that there are waterbodies which are suitable as breeding ponds for newts within 200 
metres of the proposed line route.  
 
Following further consideration of the ES and Addendum we note that the waterbodies adjacent to 
Towers 32, 43 and 83 are identified as “watercourses” as shown on the legend of Figure 10.1 to 
10.10 (Habitat Map) of Volume 4 of the ES. Towers 22 and 23 are located to the east of a pond as 
shown on the legend of Figure 10.1 to 10.10 (Habitat Map) of Volume 4 of the ES. The attributes of 
this pond and elements of the surrounding landform are unsuitable for newts – this has been 
identified in the aerial photography within Volume 4 of the ES, including Figures 1.7, 10.13 and 



 

13.7c.  
  
The results of the badger survey presented in the ES addendum record low incidences of badger 
evidence and activity within 150 metres of any tower locations. We welcome the intention to 
undertake a pre-construction badger survey. Should this survey record any new badger setts then 
a licence will be required for any works to be carried out within 25m of the entrances of any 
occupied setts. 
 
The bat survey report concludes that the proposal is unlikely to have an adverse impact on the 
areas local bat population. There will be a loss of some trees which may potentially be used by 
bats. We consider that once all mature trees to be removed and lopped habve been identified, they 
shall be inspected for the presence of bats by an experienced bat worker or surveyor on the day of 
felling. 
  
 
Recommendations 

 
Should approval be granted, the following Conditions should be attached to the Decision Notice. 
 
Conditions 
 
Once all mature trees to be removed and lopped have been identified, any potential roost sites 
shall be inspected for the presence of bats by an experienced bat worker or surveyor on the day of 
felling. If evidence of bats is found during inspection, all work shall cease immediately and advice 
shall be sought from the Northern Ireland Environment Agency Wildlife Inspector. 
Reason: To minimise the impact of the proposal on the local bat population. 
 
Deflectors shall be inserted on lines that cross the Blackwater River Valley. 
Reason: To reduce the risk of collision to swans. 
 
Works in the vicinity of watercourses shall avoid contact with the watercourse surface and bed. 
Reason: To minimise the impact of the proposal on bats. 
 
All works to take place within 25 metres of existing badger sett entrances on site shall be 
supervised by an NIEA Protected Species Licence holder. 
Reason: To mitigate potential impacts to badgers on the site. 
 
 
Informatives 
 
The applicant's attention is drawn to The Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1995 (as amended), which states that it is an offence to deliberately capture, 
injure or kill a wild animal of a European protected species included in Schedule II of these 
Regulations, which includes all species of bat. It is also an offence; 
(a) Deliberately to disturb such an animal while it is occupying a structure or place which it uses for 
shelter or protection;  
(b) Deliberately to disturb such an animal in such a way as to be likely to;  
(i) Affect the local distribution or abundance of the species to which it belongs;  
(ii) Impair its ability to survive, breed or reproduce, or rear or care for its young; or  
(iii) Impair its ability to hibernate or migrate;  



 

(c) Deliberately to obstruct access to a breeding site or resting place of such an animal; or  
(d) To damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of such an animal. 
 
To avoid any breach of The Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
1995 (as amended), all mature trees and/or buildings to be removed should be checked on the 
day of felling for the presence of bats, by an experienced bat worker or surveyor.   
 
If there is evidence of bat activity on the site, all work must cease immediately and further advice 
must be sought from the Wildlife Officer, Northern Ireland Environment Agency, Klondyke Building, 
Cromac Avenue, Gasworks Business Park, Lower Ormeau Road, Belfast. BT72JA. Tel. 02890 
569623 
 
 
The applicant's attention is drawn to The Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc.) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1995 (as amended), which states that it is an offence to deliberately capture, 
injure or kill a wild animal of a European protected species included in Schedule II of these 
Regulations, which includes otters (Lutra lutra) . It is also an offence; 
(a) Deliberately to disturb such an animal while it is occupying a structure or place which it uses for 
shelter or protection;  
(b) Deliberately to disturb such an animal in such a way as to be likely to;  
(i) affect the local distribution or abundance of the species to which it belongs;  
(ii) Impair its ability to survive, breed or reproduce, or rear or care for its young; or  
(iii) Impair its ability to hibernate or migrate;  
(c) Deliberately to obstruct access to a breeding site or resting place of such an animal; or  
(d) To damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of such an animal. 
 
If there is evidence of otter activity on the site, all work must cease immediately and further advice 
must be sought from the Wildlife Officer, Northern Ireland Environment Agency, Klondyke Building, 
Cromac Avenue, Gasworks Business Park, Lower Ormeau Road, Belfast. BT72JA. Tel. 02890 
569623 
 
The applicant’s attention is drawn to the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 which indicates 
that it is an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take any wild animal included in Schedule 5 of this 
Order which includes the badger (Meles meles). It is also an offence to disturb these animals or 
damage or obstruct access to their place of refuge, or damage or destroy anything which conceals 
or protects their place of refuge. 
 
If there is evidence of badger on the site, all work must cease immediately and further advice must 
be sought from the Wildlife Officer, Northern Ireland Environment Agency, Klondyke Building, 
Cromac Avenue, Gasworks Business Park, Lower Ormeau Road, Belfast. BT72JA. Tel. 02890 
569623 
 
The applicant’s attention is drawn to the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 which indicates 
that it is an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take any wild animal included in Schedule 5 of this 
Order which includes the smooth newt (Lissotriton vulgaris). It is also an offence to disturb these 
animals or damage or obstruct access to their place of refuge, or damage or destroy anything 
which conceals or protects their place of refuge. Tel. 02890 569623 
 
 



 

If there is evidence of newts on the site, all work must cease immediately and further advice must 
be sought from the Wildlife Officer, Northern Ireland Environment Agency, Klondyke Building, 
Cromac Avenue, Gasworks Business Park, Lower Ormeau Road, Belfast. BT72JA. Tel. 02890 
569623 
 
The applicant's attention is drawn to the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 which states that it 
is an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird.  It is also an offence to take or 
damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while that nest is in use or being built; or take or 
destroy an egg of any wild bird.  If any person intentionally disturbs any wild bird while it is building 
a nest or is in, on or near a nest containing eggs or young; or disturbs dependent young of such a 
bird they shall be guilty of an offence.  It is therefore advised that tree and hedge loss should 
be kept to a minimum and removal should not be carried out during the bird-breeding 
season between 1st March and 31st August.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Development Management Team
 



 

 
 
 
 
Mr A Moore 
Planning Service 
Planning Service Headquarters 
Millennium House 
17-25 Great Victoria Street 
Belfast 
BT2 7BN 

 

Northern Ireland Environment Agency 
Natural Heritage 
Klondyke Building 
Cromac Avenue 
Gasworks Business Park 
BELFAST 
BT7 2JA 
Email: 
planningreminders@doeni.gov.uk 
 
Date: 29 March 2011 
Telephone: 028 905 69615 
Your Ref: O/09/0792 
Our Ref:  17178-7&8 

Full 
RE: Erection of a single circuit 400kv overhead line (33.9km) from a new 400/275KV 
substation at Trewmount Road Moy to the border where it connects with the proposed 
network in the Republic of Ireland 
Location: Land to the rear of 152 Trewmount Road in the townland of Turleenan Moy 
Dungannon Co Tyrone and overhead electrical transmission line from Trewmount Road 
Moy to the townlands of Crossreagh and Crossbane Co Armagh  
 
Dear Mr Moore 
 
I refer to your consultation letter for the above planning application which was received in this 
office on 19 January 2011. We acknowledge receipt of an Addendum to the Environmental 
Statement (Volumes 1-3). We also acknowledge receipt of an objection statement. 
 
Position 

NIEA, Natural Heritage considers that there is insufficient information provided with the 
application to assess the importance of natural heritage interests. We cannot give a position on 
this application until further information is received. In the absence of this, NIEA, Natural 
Heritage will recommend refusal of the application on the grounds of insufficient 
information.  

Appraisal of the proposal: Natural Heritage Interest 

Addendum B of the ES Addendum contains a bat report, target notes, and a badger report.  

Following further consideration of the target notes we note that several of the proposed tower 
locations are in close proximity to areas of standing water (pond). We consider that these water 
bodies may have potential as breeding ponds for smooth newt Lissotriton vulgaris. The tower 
locations which are in close proximity to areas recorded as standing water (pond) are as follows: 
22, 23, 32, 43 and 83  

We therefore consider that a newt survey of these areas is required as they are within 200 metres 
of areas of standing water (pond).  



 

This survey of these areas must be to NIEA, NH specifications and should be carried out between 
Mid March and Mid June. The specification is attached with this response and can be found at 
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/niea/newt_survey.pdf 

Once the survey has been received NIEA, NH will be in a position to give further consideration to 
this proposal.  

 

 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
Development Management Team
 
 
 
 
 

NEWT SURVEY - SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS 
 

The smooth newt Lissotriton vulgaris (formerly Triturus vulgaris) is the only species of newt in 
Northern Ireland, and is protected under Schedules 5, 6 & 7 of the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 
1985.  It is an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take a newt, possess or control any live or dead 
specimen or anything derived from a common newt, unless acquired lawfully, disturb newts or 
obstruct access to their place of refuge, or destroy or damage anything that conceals or protects their 
place of refuge. 
 
Although newts are widespread across Northern Ireland, suitable habitat for the species is in decline.  
Newts breed in ponds and areas of standing water with vegetation cover close by. Ponds are 
exceptionally vulnerable, and face many threats, including drainage and infill. To ensure your 
development proposals comply with the Order, Northern Ireland Environment Agency has asked you 
to carry out an appropriate Newt survey. You should follow these guidelines: 
 

• The surveyor contracted to undertake this work must have relevant experience which is 
deemed acceptable to the Department, for example an ecological consultant with experience 
of, and/or qualifications in amphibian surveying. 

 

• The date and time of the survey and the qualifications of the surveyor should be included in 
the survey report. 

 

• Newt surveys should be carried out between Mid March and Mid June. 
 

• Surveys must be carried out within one year of submission to the department. 
 

• The survey should establish whether Newts are active or inactive in the waterbody and 
surrounding terrestrial area.  The survey should include the surrounding 200m of terrestrial 
habitat associated with the waterbody. 

 

• The information should be presented in a written report and must include large scale maps at 
1:500 scale. The methods used for survey must be included within the survey report (bottle 



 

traps are not permitted in Northern Ireland).  All evidence of use by Newts found, for example 
eggs, or sightings, should be included. 

 

• If necessary, the survey should recommend the most appropriate mitigation measures which 
will protect Newts on site from impacts caused by the development. Mitigation measures 
should address impacts pre, during and post construction phase.  The survey should also 
stipulate whether the proposed mitigation measures will require a Protected Species Licence. 

 

• In the event that the planning application goes to appeal or public inquiry, persons contracted 
to carry out surveys may be required to appear at, or give evidence to the appeal or inquiry. 

 
For more information on Newts and development, contact:  
 
Wildlife Officer, Tel: (028) 9065 69602 

 
Northern Ireland Environment Agency 
Klondyke Building, 
Cromac Avenue, 
Gasworks Business Park 
Belfast BT7 2JA 
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